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<RXQJFKLOGUHQDUHRIWHQPDUJLQDOLVHGLQWKHGULYHWRDGGUHVVFKLOGUHQ¶VSDUWLFLSDWLRQDQGWKHLUZLGHU
VHWRIULJKWV$OGHUVRQHWDO7KLVWDONZLOOGLVFXVVWKHUROHRIRXU\RXQJHVWFLWL]HQVLQµYRLFH¶
discussions and the participatory rights-based agenda. It is grounded in a research project titled Look 
:KR¶V 7DONLQJ (OLFLWLQJ 9RLFH IURP %LUWK WR 6HYHQ :DOO HW DO  6HHNLQJ WR FRQQHFW ZLWK
FKLOGUHQ¶V SOD\-based nursery experiences, we invited children to conduct a range of arts-based 
activities including drawing, craft-PDNLQJ VFXOSWLQJ D WKHPHG µSOD\ EDVNHW¶ ZLWK YDULRXV SURSV
SXSSHWU\YLGHRJUDSK\DQGLQIRUPDOFRQYHUVDWLRQVDVDURXWHWRXQGHUVWDQGFKLOGUHQ¶VRZQSHUFHSWLRQV
RIµYRLFH¶:HZHUHNHHQWo establish ways of working with children that centred on their own creativity 
and play, shaped by the materials we provided but not directed by us. However, we struggled to balance 
our own agenda with the more open-ended methods we had used. We argue that an intergenerational 
approach to eliciting voices²in which adults are not afraid to shape the agenda, but do so in responsive, 
gradual, and sensitive ways²creates the potential for a more inclusive experience for children that also 
meets researcher needs. Yet, as part of this project we were left questioning whether children were 
DFWXDOO\LQWHUHVWHGLQFRQVXOWDWLRQDERXWYRLFHRUZKHWKHUZHDVUHVHDUFKHUVZHUHLPSRVLQJWKLVµULJKW¶
on then. We questioned who we were consulting for, as we positioned ourselves as experts. This 
GLOHPPDRIEDODQFLQJFKLOGUHQ¶VLQWHUHVWVDORQJVLGHWKHUHVHDUFKHUDGXOWDVµH[SHUW¶ZLOOXQGHUSLQWKLV
talk. 
